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Solitude

for	solo	violin

Ellen	Ruth	Harrison
2018

Solitude	is	a	fantasy	for	solo	violin	in	which	musical	ideas	come	and	go,
	either	fully	formed	or	fragmentary.		The	music	explores	a	variety	of	colors,
	registers,	textures,	dynamics,	and	expressive	characters	as	the	work	unfolds.		
While	wriIng	this	piece,	I	reflected	on	the	following	quote	by	Eric	Nelson.		
“It’s	solitude	if	you	like	it.		Loneliness	if	you	don’t.”		This	dichotomy	is	reflected	
in	the	musical	material,	at	Imes	slow	and	sinuous,	at	Imes	precipitous	and	jagged.
	

DuraIon:		circa	9	minutes
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ellen.harrison@uc.edu



©	2018	Ellen	Ruth	Harrison

Violin

p f p sf f p

q = 56

restless
f p

molto accel. rit. q = 56
5

mf sub.
p

mp
mf

Più mosso
8

f sub
p f p

A tempo (q = 56)
12

44 34

34 44

34 44

44 34

&

calm

molto
sul
pont.

ord.

>

- - - - - -

3
3 3

for	Weston	Gilbert

"It's	solitude	if	you	like	it.		Loneliness	if	you	don't."	(Eric	Nelson)

Solitude	III

Ellen	Ruth	Harrison	(2018)
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