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Landscapes of Sorrow
Landscapes Adrift
Shifting Landscapes

Ellen Ruth Harrison
2002

The two outer movements of String Quartet No. 1, Shifting Landscapes,
juxtapose strongly contrasting ideas while the middle movement is more
lyrical and continuous in nature. The first movement is a funeral march
interspersed with sections of anguished frenzy and mournful resignation,
composed in response to my mother’s death. The second movement

serves as a tranquil oasis between the two more dramatic outer movements.
Like drifting swirls of fog, fragments of melody drift in and out of focus
among the different voices, converging twice only to drift apart again. The
third movement is a crazy dance with shifting, irregular meters that frames

a tranquil otherworldly melodic section anchored by an ethereal ostinato
that recalls the rhythm of the opening funeral march. The shifting, irregular
meters of the dance sections propel the movement to an explosive climax
after which wisps of melodic fragments appear as the piece comes to a close.

Duration: circa 16 minutes

EllenRuthHarrison.com
ellen.harrison@uc.edu



String Quartet No. 1, Shifting Landscapes

Landscapes of Sorrow

in memory of my mother

Ellen Ruth Harrison (2002)
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Landscapes Adrift
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Scherzando capriccioso

Shifting Landscapes
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